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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

GVSU president ready to usher in new academic year
Since moving into the president's office in
Zumberge Library in July, Mark Murray has
oriented himself to GVSU's campuses, met
many faculty and staff members , and participated in numerous university events.
It's been a busy two months .

Murray's agenda will
continue to stretch, as
he meets with students,
alumni, and other
members of the Grand
Valley community to
hear their concerns and
comments.
In a prior interview
with University
Communications,
Murray outlined the
importance of listening.
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
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President Mark Murray talks with the staff of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.

"I've been following
President Mark Murray speaks at the installation of Public Safety
Services officers, held at the Alumni House and Visitor Center.
Grand Valley and I've
been engaged with
success is," he said. "And that's really a matGrand Valley for years in my other roles, but
ter of learning from those who have caused
the specific actions that will be taken to help
the success, those who are our faculty, our
improve it require specific knowledge and
staff, and our students."
detailed knowledge of what the basis of that

•••
A message from President Mark Murray
It has been just about two months now since I assumed the responsibilities of leading our
great university. I have been impressed daily by the level of dedication I see throughout
Grand Valley's faculty and staff.
I have had the pleasure of meeting many members of the Grand Valley community, and
look forward to getting to know many more of you in the coming weeks.
Your passion for creating and supporting an environment in which teaching, research,
learning, and opportunity flourish is obvious, and has brought great benefits to the
university.

In my own family and among many friends, I have seen firsthand that devotion to
students and professional dedication can yield great results and bring great personal
satisfaction. I know that our work here at Grand Valley is hard, but also extremely
rewarding. And I want you to know that you will have my support in maintaining the
excellence already in place and improving it in years to come.
My door is open to you.
Sincerely,

~(.
Mark A. Murray
President

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY
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GVSU arts hangs in state office
The next time Gov. John Engler meets with
officials in hi s conference room, he might
well be reminded of GVSU's reputation for
fine art.

an e-mail correspondence with the governor's
office, electronically sending to Lansing about
20 images of artwork from GVSU's collection.

In August, four etchings and paintings from
Grand Valley fac ulty and alumni were placed
on the walls of the Governor 's Conference
Room in the George W. Romney Building in
Lansing, across the street from the state
Capitol.

"Mr. Matthews was so accommodating that
we never looked anypl ace else," Harrison
said.

The new room seats 12 and function s as the
governor 's personal conference room, said
Nancy Harrison, manager of operations for
the Office of the Governor. All it needed was
artwork on the walls to complete it, so early
thi s summer she began a search for appropriate pieces.
"We wanted to keep it Michigan artists and
we had heard that Grand Valley had the best
collection of Michigan artists," said Harrison.

GVSU personnel got their first look at the
conference room in July, when they took eight
pieces of artwork to Lansing for the final
selection. The four placed on di splay are:

•

United Way.
The ~y YOU Care.

Community by Community.
Youth mentoring.
Nutritious meals for seniors.
Quality day care.

•

•

"Flower Market," color etching by GVSU
alumna Sherri Wolf;

Employment training.

"The Quilt," copperplate etching on paper
by William Hosterman, art and design
assistant professor;

Emergency shelter and food.

•

"Window in Aix," oil on canvas by Don
Kerr, retired art and design professor; and

Family and health outreach services.

•

Untitled, watercolor and charcoal by
Patricia Constantine (Hendricks), visiting
assistant professor ofart and design.

Hospice care.

And so much more ...
That prompted Henry Matthews, director of
Galleries and Collections at GVSU, to begin

A fifth , a pastel drawing, titled "Roadside
Market," by GVSU alumna Kathleen
Kalinowski, will be hung in the near future,
and several others are being considered for
offices in Detroit.
The Lansing office has reported that Engler is
deli ghted with the artwork. It is on loan to the
governor's office and will remain on display
until Engler's term expires at the end of 2002.
Shi/in Hora, art and design student and
gallery assistant, prepares Grand Valley artwork for installation in the Governor's
Conference Room in the Romney Building,
in Lansing.

- by Nancy Willey
willeyn@gvsu .edu

United Way contributions help two out of
five people in West Michigan. Are you one
of them? If you or someone you know has
been touched by a United Way agency,
either as a recipient of services or as a volunteer, the Forum would like to hear your
story. Please contact Nancy Willey at
willeyn@gvsu.edu or 895-2228. All calls
are confidential.

GVSU's 2001-02 United Way
Campaign begins September 24

···------------------------FORUM
Volume 26, Number 4
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office
of University Communications every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publica-

Across Campus
Small Business Development
Center hires first Michigan
technology counselor

tion items to Michele Johnson, editor, c/o the
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-222 1.
Fax: 6 16-895-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submi ssion form on the Web at

The Michigan Small Business Development Center,
hosted by GVSU and housed at the Seidman School
of Business, has hired Mary Sue Cary to serve as
the first statewide technology counselor.

www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action /equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

The technology counselor will serve as a catalyst
for the growth of Michigan 's small, high-tech, innovative and fast growing companies, building upon a
strong foundation of assistance by traditional SBDC
advisors. Cary will be responsible to the state director, with direct communication links through
assigned regional directors, serving the state of
Michigan.
Cary comes to the SBDC from Duquesne University
in Pittsburgh, where she served for the past two
years as a business consultant for the Chrysler
Corporation Small Business Development Center.
The MI-SBDC provides counsel, training, research,

and advocacy for new business ventures, existing
small businesses, expanding new businesses, new
technology companies, and innovators.
The center also launched a state-of-the-art Web site,
www.mi-sbdc.org, to provide tools to serve small
businesses.
A few of the site's unique features include:
• Build Your Business Plan - an interactive guide
to assist small businesses or potential
entrepreneurs;
• Online Counseling;
• Ameritech's Small Business Readiness
Assessment Tool, which provides basic education
regarding the "nuts and bolts" of launching a
business.
The site is underwritten by a $55,000 grant from the
Ameritech Foundation.
- by Brian J. Bowe
boweb@gvsu .edu
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Across Campus
Passport House opens;
ALERT receives grant
Moving into campus housing for the first time
usually involves meeting a host of new people
and finding mutual interests. But residents of
GVSU's new Passport House will share at least
one commonality: a pledge to remain alcohol,
tobacco, and drug free.
The student living center is an example of programs coordinated through the Alcohol,
Education, Research, and Training (ALERT)
Laboratories to heighten awareness of opportunities for a substance-free college experience.
Although all of GVSU's living centers (for
underage students) have substance-free policies, the 175 freshmen who opted to live in
Passport House have signed contracts stating
they will abstain from drugs and alcohol.
Designating a living center as "substance-free"

and "wellness oriented," makes GVSU a trendsetter among colleges and universities.

• Peer counseling program;
• Community programs;

To enhance its other programs, ALERT Labs
received a U.S. Department of Education -grant
designed to reduce incidents of high-risk drinking on campus.
ALERT Labs Director Nancy Harper said the
two-year, $290,570 grant will help reduce dangerous drinking incidents in two ways.
"We want to reduce high-risk drinking by correcting students' rnisperceptions that excessive
drinking is the norm at GVSU, and by changing the culture that accepts high-risk drinking
as inevitable," Harper said.

• Student outreach theater troupe;
• Recovery house for students living on campus;
• Special programs for parents and faculty/staff
members.
Some of these programs .will be implemented
this fall. For example, the Misperceptions
Campaign will address the exaggeration that
most GVSU students drink a lot. (In fact, twothirds of students drink moderately, if they consume alcohol at all.)

To accomplish that goal, ALERT Labs plans
the following:

- by Michele Johnson
johnsonm@gvsu .edu

• Misperceptions Media Campaign;

Lubbers receives KSON award
To honor his commitment to GVSU's nursing program, President Emeritus
Arend D. Lubbers received the Friend of the Kirkhof School of Nursing
Award.
Phyllis Gendler, KSON dean, presented the award to Lubbers during a ceremony held on July 28 in the Eberhard Center. The award was established to
honor those who have supported KSON and its goal of serving the health
and nursing education needs of the community.
Gendler told the audience Lubbers was instrumental in establishing the
school and its nursing centers.
"For those of you who had the privilege of a clinical learning experience
either at the Herkimer or Campus health centers, we all owe him thanks for
understanding the importance of a clinical laboratory specifically implementing a nursing model of care," she said.
photo courtesy of KSON

Phyllis Gendler, dean of the Kirkhof School of Nursing, presents an
award to GVSU President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers to recognize his
contributions to the school.

···-------------------------What's Ahead
Campus Life Nite
planned for September
Campus Life Nite, sponsored by the Office
of Student Life, is scheduled from 8-10 p.m.
on Tuesday, September 4, in the Fieldhouse.
The evening is an opportunity for student
organizations and campus departments to
showcase their services for students.
For more infonnation, call the Office of
Student Life at x2345.

photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick

Construction crews place letters on the archway that marks the Allendale Campus' main
entrance off M-45, which will eventually be revamped into a divided highway, with two
lanes of east and west traffic, a grass median, and bike paths.

000
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Sports

Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS

Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. Game
times subject to change.

Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Thurs 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Thurs., Aug. 30
Tues., Aug. 28-Wed., Aug. 29
8 a.m.-3 p.m.: Van Andel Global Trade Center
presents Michigan Foreign Trade Officers
Program. EC. For more information call
x681 l.

7 p.m.: Football. University of MinnesotaCrookston at GVSU.

Fri., Aug. 31
5 p.m.: Women's Soccer. Lewis University at
GVSU.

Tues., Aug. 28
12 noon: Carillon Concert by carillonneur
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard. Cook Carillon.

5 p.m.: Cross Country. Grand Valley State Fall
Classic at GVSU.

Sat., Sept. 1
Wed., Aug. 29
12 noon: Carillon Concert by carillonneur
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard. Beckering
Family Carillon, Pew Campus.

11 a.m. : Volleyball. GVSU Amerihost
Invitational. University of Southern Indiana
at GVSU.
5 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSU Amerihost
Invitational. New Haven at GVSU.

Thurs., Aug. 30
5-7 p.m.: Opening Reception. New Art and
Design Faculty Exhibition. Art Gallery,
PAC.

Sun., Sept. 2
12 noon: Volleyball. GVSU Amerihost
Invitational. Dowling at GVSU.

Quarterback Curt Anes and the Lakers open
the 2001 season Thursday, August 30, against
the University of Minnesota-Crookston.

4 p.m.: Volleyball. GVSU Amerihost
Invitational. Edinboro at GVSU.

···--------------------------Faculty and Staff Sketches
William Neal, professor of geology, is co-editor
and co-author of a book, titled Living on the
Edge of the Gulf, The West Florida and Alabama
Coast, published by Duke University Press. Neal
was also co-author of a paper, titled "Beach
width and profile comparison between natural
beaches and beaches fronting seawalls: Puerto
Rico," which was presented at a conference
"Managing Beaches in the Caribbean," sponsored by the University of Puerto Rico Sea Grant
Program.
Jody M. Sorensen, assistant professor of mathematics and statistics, received the George Polya
Award at the Summer MathFest in Madison,

Wisconsin. The award was presented by the
Mathematical Association of America to recognize an article Sorensen co-authored, titled "Will
the Real Bifurcation Diagram Please Stand Up!,"
for the College Mathematics Journal.

John R. Thompson, assistant professor of
physics, presented a paper titled, "Preparing
Inservice and Preservice Elementary Teachers to
Teach Sound: A Research-based Approach," at
the summer meeting of the American
Association of Physics Teachers in Rochester,
New York.

Curtis Dean Smith, assistant professor of modem languages and literature, presented a paper,
titled "The Dream of Swallow Tower: Su Shih's
Political and Personal Aspirations during the
Hsu-chou Years," at the 36th International
Congress on Medieval Studies. Smith also
presided over a panel discussion, titled "Visions
of Enlightenment in Medieval China."

In the News
John Reifel, professor of economics, was interviewed by WOOD TV8 concerning local hiring
and the possibility that the national economy is
gaining strength.

